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had long been going on, and they also furnished some more or
less trustworthy evidence of the extent of its ramifications. It
appeared, from the reports of the baronial committees, that
rather more than 72,000 men had been enrolled in Ulster, and
that the whole province was organised for revolt, by a multitude
of small societies, each of which was limited to thirty-five mem-
bers. The papers that were seized belonged to the eightieth of
these societies in Belfast. Outside Ulster, only Dublin, West-
meath, and Kildare appear to have been, at this time, fully
organised, though emissaries were busily extending the con-
spiracy through other parts of Ireland.1

Newell told more than was published by Parliament, and he
is said to have been taken masked to various places in Belfast,
to point out those whom he knew to be connected with the
conspiracy. His most startling statement was, that he had
himself been one of a secret committee of twelve members,
which was formed for the express purpose of assassinating mem-
bers of the society who were suspected of having betrayed it to
the Government. There was a trial, he said, but not in the
presence of the accused person, and if that person was found
guilty, one or more members of the committee were chosen by
lot to murder him. Newell mentioned that he had known of
the assassination of several persons, and had himself been
present when a soldier was first made drunk, and then flung
over a bridge near Belfast, with weights in his pockets.2

It is certain that assassinations, and threats of assassination,
constantly accompanied the United Irish movement, but it was
pretended that these were mere isolated instances of private
vengeance, provoked by the severities of the troops and of the
Government, and the leading members of the society in Dublin
have left on record a solemn protest against the charge of

1  Bf.juwt   of   Secret    Comwittee     of having incited him to perjury, was
(Aug. 1798), Appendix, pp. xii, xxi,     published  in his  name.   It   is re-
xxii.                                                       printed by Dr. Madden, who contends

2  Several papers relating to Newell     that it is genuine.   (United Irish-
will be found in the Irish State Paper     mm,   i.   531-580.)     Newell is  said
Office. He afterwards quarrelled with     to have been ultimately murdered,
the Government, and appears then to     See, too, on Newell's information and
have pretended that his information     retractation, Lord Clare's speech in
had been false.   A kind of autobio-     the  Debate   in the Irish Hoic&e of
graphy, in which he accused himself     Lords, Feb. 19,1798, pp. 100, 101

of all kinds of enormities, and Cooke